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In a city of over 12 million people, they count 15 exclusive members.  You won�t find a 
more skilled and specialized group anywhere in London.  Who are they?  MI6 spies?  
Madonna�s personal assistants?  Wrong on both counts.  They�re a rare breed in football-
mad England: an elite group of professional ice hockey players known as the London 
Racers. 
 
Skating their home games at Lee Valley Ice Center in Hackney, the Racers are the newest 
addition to the brutally competitive English Premiere League, joining teams from 
Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Cardiff, Coventry, Basingstoke and Manchester. 
 
The Racers are attempting to succeed where the last professional hockey club in the city 
failed.  The London Knights were forced to disband after five seasons when the 
crumbling London Arena was condemned following the 2002-2003 season.  Yet thanks 
to the initiative of several devoted investors and hard-core fans, the Racers were able to 
maintain the vision of professional ice hockey in London-at least for the foreseeable 
future. 
 
The new Racers owners were quickly able to sign several talented players from many of 
the other top leagues in Europe and North America, bringing some big names to London 
in the process, but none was more important than player-coach Jason Robinson. 
 
With the quiet intensity and piercing glare of a young Clint Eastwood, Jason is the type 
of character only the rugged backcountry of rural Canada could produce; gritty and 
tough, a player who might prefer barreling straight into you-and breaking your nose while 
he�s at it-rather than skate the other way. 
 
Indeed, Jason grew up honing his skills round the clock on the windswept, frozen ponds 
of Goddard, Ontario.  And, as is football in the UK, hockey will always be religion in 
Goddard 
 
Jason started skating at the age of four.  One of his uncles played ten years in the 
National Hockey League for the Montreal Canadiens and the Toronto Maple Leafs, two 
of hockey�s world class teams.  Jason speaks to him regularly for advice on aspects of his 
game. 
 
�I always pick his brain because he�s been there, he�s seen it, he�s done it,� said Jason. 
 



Jason played for seven years on teams just below National Hockey League level in the 
US and Canada, then left for England when he was signed by Newcastle for the 2002-
2003 season.  One year later, he was offered a contract to join the newly formed Racers 
in London. 
 
Jason said it�s been a �big adjustment� from North America, but also a �lot of fun and I 
don�t miss playing at home as much as I thought I would,� he said. 
 
�I really liked it up in Newcastle, and we used to draw big crowds.  It was weird 
sometimes, because everyone has a different accent up north and the lifestyle and culture 
is different.  But I really like it here and London is one of the best cities in the world, so 
I�ve been in two really good spots this past year.� 
 
He said London�s potential for hockey success is huge, and pointed out that Belfast, 
Sheffield, and Nottingham-considerably smaller cities- regularly draw crowds 
in excess of 8,000 people.  �This team definitely has plans for the future.  We�ve made 
some mistakes, but it�s not from a lack of effort.  We�re all going through this for the first 
time so it�s going to get a lot better, and in a city as big as London we should easily be 
able to get 5,000 people to games,� he said. 
 
Jason said that because of the vast number of highly skilled European players and bigger 
rinks here, the style of hockey is more �wide open� than North America, and involves 
more skating, passing and fewer penalties. 
 
�I like it and I don�t,� he said.  �I grew up fighting and hitting, yet on the other hand it�s 
nice because I don�t have to do that night in and night out.  That�s why a lot of guys are 
coming over here to play now.  The come over when they�re 28 or 29, start a family, 
relax for a couple of years and take it easy before they go get a real job.� 
 
As are most players in this tradition bound sport, Jason is unselfish and modest to a fault, 
reluctant to take anything away from what this close-knit group of players is trying to 
accomplish as a team.  He was reluctant to discuss the situation surrounding his unusual 
job as player-coach, offered to him after the first Racers coach was let go earlier in the 
season.  
 
�We have a good bunch of guys and that�s really important when trying to build a team.  
I think the other coach had a kind of revolving door policy with the players, and guys 
were always coming in and out and weren�t very happy.  So the team decided to go in 
another direction and asked me to do it.  It�s been fun, but hard, no doubt about that,� he 
said. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


